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APPENDIX A 
News Release announcing launch of Inquiry 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

News Release     11 April 2016 - for immediate use 
 

LAUNCH OF INDEPENDENT INQUIRY INTO: 
ñTHE PUBLIC & THE BBC; WHAT ROLE IN OVERSIGHT & 
GOVERNANCE?ò 
 

Save Our BBC with support from Cardiff University have launched an inquiry to 

examine the proper role of the public and the licence fee payers in the future 

governance of the BBC. How should the licence fee payers, members of the radio or tv 

audiences and users of BBC services fit directly into the way the BBC will work in 

future? Who in the new governance arrangements for the BBC will have a direct 

accountable relationship with the BBCôs main stakeholders ï those who pay for it, 

watch it, listen to it and use it? 
 

Are the proposals for people to be appointed by either the Government or the Public 

Appointments Unit as Non-Executive Directors and leading regulators at Ofcom 

appropriate or sufficiently independent? Where is the transparency and accountability 

in the proposed arrangements?  
 

In the 21
st
 century there are increasing expectations for public transparency and 

accountability of our institutions. How should these expectations be met in the oversight 

of the BBC?  How can full independence from political interference be delivered and 

defended?  
 

This gap has not been addressed by Sir David Clementiôs report. The Government says 

its White Paper about the BBCôs future will be published óby the summerô. So we are 

undertaking this Inquiry rapidly so that our findings can be taken into account.  
 

We are gathering written evidence. We want submissions from individual licence fee 

payers, members of the BBCôs audiences and users of its services and from media, 

academic and civil organisations by 5 May 2016. 
 

We will also be holding one or two sessions when, by invitation, we will take oral 

evidence from a few key organisations and people. 
 

The full details, terms of reference and contact details for this Inquiry are appended. 

-oo0oo- 

For further information, interviews and queries please contact: 

Peter Blackman 

Strategic Director, Save Our BBC CIC 

Tel: 01245 322079 peterblackman@saveourbbc.net  

www.saveourbbc.net  

 
 

mailto:peterblackman@saveourbbc.net
http://www.saveourbbc.net/
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APPENDIX B 
Letter Published in Radio Times 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

         13  April 2016 

 

By email to: feedback@radiotimes.com 

 

 

The Editor 

Radio Times 

       

Sir 

 

Do you want the BBC to become a state broadcaster? Commentators see that as the result of 

the  

latest proposals for the Government to appoint key people who will govern and regulate the 

BBC in the next Charter from 2017. Is John Whittingdale the right person to appoint BBC 

board directors and Ofcom regulators? And shouldnôt the BBCôs audiences and service users 

(licence fee payers, the public) engage directly with the BBC and be able to hold its leaders to 

account? This is óthe missing linkô in all the consultations about the BBCôs future.  

 

We are holding an independent public inquiry to examine the role of the public in the BBCôs 

governance. If you want a strong independent BBC, please say so and tell us how this can be 

done, answering three simple questions youôll find at www.saveourbbc.net/inquiry . Or leave 

a message at 01245 322079 and weôll post the questions to you. 

 

We want to hear from listeners and viewers by 5 May and who better than Radio Times 

readers? We promise to read your answers and take them into account - no encrypted 

memory sticks  

required! 

 

Peter Blackman 

 

Peter Blackman 

Strategic Director 

Save Our BBC 

 

peterblackman@saveourbbc.net  

 

 

mailto:feedback@radiotimes.com
http://www.saveourbbc.net/inquiry
mailto:peterblackman@saveourbbc.net
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APPENDIX C 
List of Contributors 
 

BBC 
BBC Trust 
Childrenôs Media Foundation 
Equity 
Office of Cabinet Secretary for Culture, Europe & External Affairs, Scottish 
Government 
Institute of Welsh Affairs 
ITV Wales 
Radiocentre 
Sandford St Martin Trust 
Voice of the Listener & Viewer 
 

 

 

Lord Alli 
Jane Arch 
Steve Baker MP 
Valerie Barker 
Paddy Barwise 
Rob Berkeley 
Lord Best 
Roger Bolton 
Baroness Bonham-Carter 
Lord Bragg 
Deidre Brock MP 
Michael Brown 
Andy Button 
Michel Carroll 
Elspeth Chasser 
Charles Conlon 
Susan Cooper 
Mrs J Cotton 
Mike Davies 
Clare Dore 
Mr R Dunford 
David Elstein 
Janet Evans 
Noel Fitzsimons 
Lord Foster 
Eric Fox 
Des Freedman 
Alison Gold 
Angela Graham 
Mr & Mrs R Greenhill 
Beryl Gurdler 
Chris Hall MBE 
Elizabeth Halstead 
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Heidi Harrington 
Jim Harrington 
Val Hazelwood 
Baroness Healy 
Eva Hewitt 
Barri Hitchin 
Mrs J Holmshaw 
Richard Hooper 
Rt Revd Graham James, Bishop of Norwich 
Baroness Jay 
Mary Kent 
Frank Keyte 
Jean Knox 
Georgie Lawson 
Mrs C Limmage 
Marie Ludwig 
Sue Marshall 
David Mason 
Roland Matthews 
Mrs M McCornish 
Kay Murphy 
Mark Oliver 
Denise Palmer 
Lord Patten of Barnes 
Alistair Pittendrigh 
Lord Puttnam 
Mrs M Read 
Huw Rossiter 
Wendy Scott 
Richard Seal 
David Sekers 
Susan Smith 
Jeanette Steemers 
Vikki Summers 
Tim Suter 
Janet Sweet 
Colin Tanner 
Richard Thomas 
Eric Thomason 
Margaret Walton 
John Warmingham 
Mrs G Wilkie 
 

 

Every person and organisation who contributed to the Sir David Clementi Inquiry was invited 

to contribute to this Inquiry as well. A number of them replied saying they had nothing to add 

to their contributions to Sir Davidôs Inquiry. Some others apologised and said that due to 

academic and Parliamentary pressures they were unable to find time to  
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APPENDIX D 
Workshop Agenda 
 

 
 
 
 
 
INDEPENDENT INQUIRY INTO: 
ñTHE PUBLIC & THE BBC; WHAT ROLE IN OVERSIGHT & 
GOVERNANCE?ò 
 

AGENDA 

Thursday 26 May 2016, 1pm to 4.45pm 

Workshop to analyse submissions, formulate conclusions and decide upon report 

 

The workshop will be held in Room 0.31a in  

School of Journalism, Media and Cultural Studies 

Cardiff University 

Bute Building 

King Edward VII Avenue 

Cardiff CF10 3NB 

 

Itôs about 5 minutes by taxi from Cardiff Central Station 

 

Map: http://tinyurl.com/hmmwoxe  

 

Trains from London leave approximately every thirty minutes at 15 and 45 minutes past the 

hour. The journey takes just over two hours.  

  

There will be sandwiches, tea/coffee etc available from 1pm 

The Workshop will run from 1.45 to 4.45pm 

 

Invitees include: 

All Cardiff University academics who might be interested 

Richard Thomas ï Head of Marketing, Communications and Audiences for BBC Wales 

Geraint Talfan Davies, Institute of Welsh Affairs (IWA)  

Lee Waters (IWA)  

Angela Graham (IWA) 

Catrin Hughes Thomas, S4C  

Huw Rossiter, ITV Wales  

Rhodri Williams, Ofcom Wales 

Ruth McElroy, University South Wales  

BBC ï Rob Berkeley, Project Lead, Audience Accountability 

BBC Trust ï Alison Gold, Head of Public Services Strategy 

Ofcom ï apologies; meeting afterwards 

DCMS ï apologies; meeting after the workshop 

No 10 Policy Unit ï apologies; meeting after the workshop 

 

 

http://tinyurl.com/hmmwoxe
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Agenda 

 

1. Welcome & Introductions ï Richard Sambrook 

 

2. Context ï Richard Sambrook & Peter Blackman 

 

To Consider Submission responses to the Inquiry Questions: 

 

3. Q1: Are you satisfied with the present governance of the BBC under the 2007 Charter 

as it relates to the accountability of the BBC and BBC Trust to licence fee payers? 

Please provide reasons. 

 

4. Q2: Are you satisfied with the governance arrangements suggested for the future of 

the BBC under a new Charter from 2017 by Sir David Clementi as they relate to the 

accountability of the BBC and Ofcom to licence fee payers? Please provide reasons. 

 

5. Q3: Do you have any alternative suggestions as to how the BBC, its governors and 

regulators might be made accountable to licence fee payers? Please provide reasons 

and mechanisms. 

 

6. Any other relevant comments respondents care to make will be appreciated 

 

7. General analysis 

 

8. Conclusions 

 

9. Format of Inquiry Report & Recommendations 

 

10. Promulgation of Report 

 

11. Any Further Actions & Wrap 

 

12. Close 

 

-oo0oo- 

 

 

Note: due to industrial action by university lecturers on 26 May 2016 many academics did 

not attend and others did not cross picket lines. 
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APPENDIX E 
Extracts from óFuture of TVô Report 
 

On 29 June 2016 Lord Puttnam and Goldsmiths University of London published their ñA 

Future for Public Service Television: Content and Platforms in a Digital World. A report on 

the future of public service television in the UK in the 21
st
 centuryò. The report is available 

at: http://futureoftv.org.uk/report/ . We particularly note pp 62-65 ñThe constitution, 

governance and regulation of the BBCò and pp161-162 Appendix 1: ñSir David 

Normingtonôs proposals for appointing the BBC boardò which are appended here.  
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